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AFFAIBS IN M6NQ MIT AKD MoNa LENG, 1885-90.

We must now retrace our steps a little to notice events which
tad been happening in the States of Hong Mit (Momeik) and Mong
Leng (Mohlaing).    These States are nominally Shan, but they have
never been administered with the Shan States proper ; the Shans
only inhabit the valleys, and are greatly inferior in numbers to the
Palaungs and Kachins who occupy the hills, which form the greater
part of the territory.    At the time  of the annexation a member
of the ruling family of Mong Leng, named Hkam Leng or, in the
more commonly used Burmese form, Kan Hlaing, claimed to be the
Sawbwa of both Mong Leng and Mong Mit.   His claim to be chief
of  Mong Mit was resisted by the ministers of that State on behalf
of the rightful heir, who was aminor.   In October 1886 Kan Hlaing
was induced to  come to Katha, where he remained for some time
pending the consideration of his claims.    Towards the end of the
year, however, he absconded and remained a bitter rebel ever after.
In April 1887 the Chief Commissioner visited Mogok, received the
Mong Mit officials, settled the conditions under which Mong Mit
was to be administered, and fixed the boundary between that State
and Mong Leng.    In contravention of orders Hkam Leng shortly
after invaded and occupied part of the territory of Mong Mit, but
was expelled by a force sent from Katha.    Subsequently the territory
of Mong Leng was partitioned between Mong Mit and Bhamo, while
Mong Mit  was   administered  under  the   control  of  the Deputy
Commissioner of the Ruby Mines from Mogok.  Hkam Leng took up
Ms residence in the Kachin hills east of Mong Leng and fomented
disturbances in the Upper Sinkan township as has already been
noted.    Towards the end of 1888 he established relationship with
Saw Yan Naing, a son of the Metkaya Prince, who had established
Mmself in an almost inaccessible position in the mountains on the
borders of Tawng Peng and had gathered about him a large band
of dacoits.   These two rebels endeavoured to arrange a simultaneous
movement on a   large   scale at various   places   on the northern
frontier.     Mong  Mit   itself,  the  capital of  the  State, was now
threatened, and fifty men of the Hampshire Regiment were sent to
assist in its defence.

On the 14th January 1889 Lieutenant Nugent, Hampshire Regi-
jnent, with sixteen of his men, attacked a body of the dacoits a few